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- Once isolated by poor roads- and dependent almost solew on Puget Sound -
wber. tragﬁpal’tam,@n, Masen,, Goumuggricglturq in recent years has gained ime '
yed. £a5] 3‘.: 5..for_marketing in:the.general western Washington ares, The

4 oin been in,de (X gt ot ;@odera highways which conpect with
Amni: g"b?ie 89at§ﬁle§;‘~é," ametropotitan-ayea; ..Better motor vehicle access
R 70inal and.the Olynpie Mounta ag..akeo -incrensed the tourist.trade
S . Lirn hag endsyeed: markets-for dairy produsts.and obher pro=

"ot the Olympia:ares dnd within.two to

ey ;can-use ﬂgc!dag soyvices which:idrive
or cross by ferry and the Tacoma Narrows

-ap”d processing plante in the Seattles -

kgtvz:rcrest prodncta the location is good,
,mi@ and. Jumber mills at Shelton, Tacoma,
iybor distriet, Branch railroad lincs
nﬁ Onristmas trees from the Shelton and

Tht products aold by Mason County producers o
'IB carlder decades there was considerable

- 8nd hq :thets of scuthern Pag' Siaund. Haratem Island 1is the only faf
“;area today that is dependent on fofrdes. The main arterialg ot twok
ipping ~of Tivestock; whole milk,=forest products and cash crops are . the
ollowings U. S, Highway 10) which traverses the sounty fram north to south
snd-connects Shelton and the Hood Capal settlements with OYympia and Port
AngeXes; ftate Highways 1 and 2% ‘which connect with Bremerton and ferry tere
inils on the Kitsap Peminmsula #nd the crosseSound bridge at Tacoma; State
Hig’ﬁway 9Ll which provides a gaoel ‘farmetosmarket road between Kamilche and Grays.

Or;p -

- Timited use i§ mde of 'bhe Nmthem Pacific Railway Oompamr ts branch J.:tne.

. This railrcad connects Shelton with coastuise railroad mainlénes at Centralia,

141& A8 nuged primarily for exporting wood ‘products and Christmas hrecs. In -cone -
- ¥vast to earlier decades there‘i Véry little rail shipping of liveatoek, hay

' wbther ‘cash erope, :

Income, Value of Fam Produeta Sold

o Agricu},tural marketing ‘-l.rs#

'-ceugﬁy during 195) involved edght major T
98..0f products and returned . gy

4ncome of over $761,000 to the farming .

'gomlation. Total sales were ‘g’zzeai than in 1949 when the Census found that *
groes farm income derived from mrketing ‘of farm products was $640,000,




Crop and Livestock Reporting Service Bulletin .. L5

Total Value of Farm Products Sold in 195Ls $761,17% -
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F‘igur_e i-h.,- Sources of Cash Income, Mason County County Farri:s, 195k
- Sourcet U,S, Census, Agriculture

Farm gross income from sales of products was divided up among: only 108
commercial farms in 1954, Only about one~fifth of all rural places defined as
farme by the Census were classed as commercial operations selling $250 or more
worth of products during the year., Noncommercial farme (largely partetime
farming and residential) numbered about L0OO. A large majority of Mason County
farmers are not on a full~-time commercial basis,

*. Most numerous of the commercial farms were those which sold products worth
$1,200 to $5,000 per year, There were only 13 high incame farms which sold
-more than $10,000 worth of products, Medium and low incame farms are charac~
teristic of Moson County., Most of the faris which had & gross income exceeding

$5,000 per year were dairy and general livestock farms.
Marketing Dairy Producte

Shipping whole milk to urban centers is the major agricultujr.al marketing
agtivity in Mason County. In 1954 dairymen received about twoefifths of all
the county farm income. They shipped milk and eream valued at about $296,000.
In 195} about 70 farms made sales of milk and cream,
Moot Phsyomdir S o o mq—piﬁg 'lt-l...l-h area, Mark t"lﬂgf
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to distribute grade A milk and factory milk in the
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!hrketingArea whichmﬂludes .i.S dairy oouaties in vres'bern Wash:lngton. In 1958
- 4here were 17 dairy farms in Magon. County participating under the Market Order
p rulea. 1/ Most of their milk was being distrihu’oed as grade A milk in the

dairy plam:s in Olympia and uhehalia.

Table 4.~ Livesiswk and Iivestock: Prodlrets Marketed
., : I»ﬁ*son County, 195k
. ==:===: e e ]
sre i Qlass of | L:lves"ock Fﬁ Quantity Amount Recédved
Products ' SoLd, e Marketed _ by Farmers
Dairy Products _ : N
WHOLE METKoumn o mmm mmsiiin’ | 5,679,167 1bs, "1 . $289,526
Butterfate-ammmasmamsui-=| 12,22l lbe, 6,161
- Total all dairy- proaucta = I $295,987
Poultrv andpoultquadm:‘b 5z Y '
ChiCKenB e e s wrim s s miaiiic] 23,1371 birds |- . $ 22,599

Eggs---ann——de-vuvnc—-n--‘ 3-“’)830 dozen
‘furkeys, ducks, geef@=sw='|

Total all ‘poul poultry--:prodlcts #' 0, %&3

_ Am.ma.La sold alive -

Catylommmmmmmresmmioncine’| 908 hosd | $ 93,761
5 L — ies ]’ 1,200 head 51,790
.. Hoge and pigeeweemavmeren 156 head 3,377
gwi s uiheep and lambsemeanessien |- ol 297heads o~ 2R 1.
Horees and mulesSmmmmavmne 5 head 0. X

Total all:anipals sold alive Ay $349,500
Other 1ivestock and Iivegtock .

“7'produote Bobdme-"remaversayobtei o eianas | 8365 7

Tatal amunt received i:on livestﬁck N
crand nveatqc.k PPOAUCE Smem s i | f‘-_-‘$522-,'668~ '

- 5
LA

Source; 1.8, -Censug, -bgrioulture -
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. :Compared with carlier yeaps; farm sales of oream and farmschurned butter

. ”"'are much smaller,. . Nearky;all miFk today is shipped -as- whole milke  Farm:espa=

agi@t;on <of milk cream.for oreamgries has declifiedy - In 2954 oply about 125000
-pounda:of cream wee 5old -from-dairy farms compared with hii,000 1n »19!:9. x

Sales of farmechurned butter: tmre ;also-become. veyy limited,: . = .. -
Marketing Idve Animale - R NF Fr i
osin Li\;eastock 's0ld for. slaught.er, ,ﬁeeders and breeding stock makes. dp the =

v .:second moat :lmpoxstant t.yne af agz!iqul&ural marketmga In 195h over 1200 ‘farm
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50l1d 0% 0 5'.3 3hecen and hogog fe 2 total return of f?!‘.--' .‘.A L1l and
-ealves of ‘beef and dairy breeds are the most important,, having a sales value of
. about '$145,000 per year, Hogs are second in marketing importance. .In 195k

about 20 farms sold a total of over 150 head with a 'market value of $3,377.

, “Important market cutlets for livestock are at comrmnity auction salesyards
and meat packing yards at Olympia, Chehalis, Centralia, Rochestir, Auburn and -
Tacoma. In recent years most livestock and dairymen have been selling less to
county buyers, More and more livestock is trucked to mearby community anction
yards where buyers bid on a competitive basis,

Marketing Epgs and Poultry

Sales of poultry and eggs rank fourth in importance in Mason County agrie
cultural marketing, In 195h there were sbout 140 farms with commercial sales
of poultry and eggs with total sales of nearly $77,000, Eggs seld by 110 farms
were the most valuable item, bringing in $52,000, Iive chickens and broilers
were sold by 72 farms with a total value of %22,600 in 1954, Three farms were
specializing in broiler or fryer chickens and produced 16,000 broilers in 195k
Worth ab(mt Qﬂ.h,OOOo *

Market -outlets for poultry and eggs are in local cities and towns and in
processing piants at Olympia and Tacoma, Several poultryen were participating
in the Washington Farmers’® Cooperative selling poultry and eggs and buying feeds
and supplies through ite plant an Olympia, Secme pouliry farmers sell eggs at
roadside stands and meke deliveries io Shelton and country and resort gtores.

Marketing Crops

Crops are third in importance behind dairy products and livestock in the
Mason County farm economy, In the Census of 1954 farms with commercisl erops
" had sales totaling about $81,000, Commercial crops were diversified among a

variely of horticultural specialties, berries, grapes, vegetables and forage
BYOPS. ' .

The most valuable type of crop marksted was the horticultural specisities
consisting of a variely of planis, flowers, shrubs and seeds grown in greecn=
houses and small fields, This industry included only a few farms in. the avea
between Olympia and Shelton and on the shores of Case Inlet.

Grapes and berriss were the second most valuable cash crops recorded in
the Census of 195h. Sales of these specialty fruits were made by 80 smail
farms mainly on Case Inlet, Stvetch Island and Harstene Island and were valued
at over $32,000 from over 50 emall farms.in the Allyn and Orapeview districts,
About, 70 tcns were sold in 1955 valued at over $25,000, Strawberries, ragpe
berries, loganberries and blueberries were sold from over 20 different emall
farms. Proceasing plants were the major outlets for grapes and berriss. A
local grape. winery near (rapeview is the major market for juice grapes, Some
berries are trucked to Olympia, Tacoma and Winslow for freesing, Several small
berry growing farms sell to local stores and do roadside vending, .

Field orops of hay snd grain and vegetablee‘are mainly traded Iocaliir" and
only small emonnta are trucked out of the county area, Hay and grain in surplus
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"'ﬁéuion‘é“e ‘9‘; 5 g‘i aive of a1l hay. and grain sales-was only $4,780 during the
t gb 3, &8 é 301'1 Gauxrty dairymen usually.grow. thoir owm: supplies:of
éa but i Bome years there is a shortage of hay requiring mrom of

-afelfa and qtt;er hay frem hay aurplus,areaa 4,5 ggatem *Hashine%on: _ )
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averaged about $L62 per fam, Gascline, petroleum fuel and oll was a.second
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R -#roﬁte;in agriculture is relatively low in Mason County.
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Servicing and supplying of Mason County *s 526 farms is a major basis of

. business in Shelton, A1lyn, Union, Hoodsport and Belfair, This farm trade ares

- is.a market for aver $303,000 worth of supplies

KaL nd cmndrvmant aash ‘vaaw.
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'Agieultural Income Compared to Other Income Sources

0 - A study published in 195) has showm that net income derived from net
After deducting
sosts of production and expenditures made for supplies, services and labor it
was found that net inocome fram agriculture was less than $200,000 per year for
all comercial and noncommercial farms operating in the area. This study at
Waghington State College by Guthrie and Boyle of types and sources of income

- :£ound that in Mason County agriculture was receiving less than ons percent of

all the income sarned by residents of this county, It was £far below manuface

. . turing, trade, govermment and property income as a source of net insome,

" Table 27,~ Types and Sources of Income 1950-1952, Mason County 1/

_ ; Boamnembace of . Mataoder
Type and Source Inceme in Dollars by Years oo Ve s YO v
Income by Years
o O o -
Agriculture i | » ) P # | = #
Congtruction  [§ 505,000(8 1316,000(6 276,000 | 2,9{ - 1.7| 2.k
Gwermant . 1,3?5’000 13565,000 1’791,000 2.7 8I6 809
‘ Vanufacturing. 75317,000} - 8,359,000] 9,308,000 | L2,8]| 45.9! Lbe2
- _Service . 1,083,000| 1,2i5,000{ 1,609,000| 6.3| 6.8] 8.0
Transportation,
. Communication
and Utilities . | . 982,000 992,000 1,038,000| Seo7{ Seli| Sel
Trade 2,275,000 2,508,000] 2,678,000{ 13.2| 13.8| 13.3
Miscellaneous - 286,000 212,000 2h2,000 | 17| L1.3| 1.}
Property Income | 1,382,000] 1,464,000] 1,626,000 8,0{ 8.0 . 8,1
Other Income 2,010,000 1,5h5,0001 1,504,000 11e7]| _ 8s5| _ a2
~ Total $17,225,000 |$18,207,000-{$20,162,000 | 100,0{ 180,0 | 100,0
1/ John A, Cuthrie and Stamley E, Boyle, County. Inoome nts _:l._x_xﬂas% ghon,
16501952, Pallman, Wosh, WashingtonTTgta Esﬁ‘é'ée%u No. 26,

In recent years forest protucts from private farmer-owned woodlands have

become the most valuable part of Mason Gounty's farming economy. In this

nannder

arr dhamigohaid wandamn o ated motam

WMLV g S0 WA VUERNVLY WODROL L WGLILLHEG VUMY

1list of logs and minor products has gained in value, .
1954 an enumeration which covered farm seles of logs, pulpwood, fence posts
and firewood found that this.category of products had a sales value for the

year of $157,L421,
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Most valuable of the forest products in 1954 wae ever 2,900,000 board feet
of sawlogs and vencer logs sold by 51 farms valued at.about

logs were sold to milie in the Hood Canal,
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Douglas fir seed cones are a minor item harvested for the forest tree

mirgeries in southwestern Washington, OShelton, Elma, Montesano and Roy are
buying points, Mason County farm woodlands are an important source of the
state's annual harvest of forest ae{ada of about 50,000 bushels per year,

.
I

Level of Living on Mason County Farmis

On the whole, faym people have: not en;)oyed a level of living as high as
city people, Fafm incomes measured in dollars received for labor or goods sold
average lower than urban incomes, City people also have readily available more
conveniences, Because of isolation and widely scattered locations of homes it
is more difficult for farmers to get electrical, telephone, ‘sewer, running

water and even highway service, These are often too costly for private utility
companies and goverment to provide for all rural residénts, particulgrly in
mountainous areas. In numerous cases, imoomes in some regions dre too low for
farmers to put in their own electrical, water and othei gefvice conveniences
which psople living in compact eity neighborhoods tq.rke for'”grgntad.

The ovmership and use of conveniences generally assosiated with a modern
standard of living is below nationsl and state averages in Mason County, A
recent study of rural famm living levele over the Staté of Waahington and the
United States based on Agricultural Census fipgures found that Mason County had
an index of 131 compared with 122 for ths Uniteq ﬁtates and 154 for the State
of Washington, u

While many of the farm homes in :bha be%er eoil bam in the Skokomdel .
Valley, Kamilche, Grapeview and Belfair districts are well-equipped and serve
iced, the county average is reduced by numerous cases of isolated farm places
in the hilly island and peninsular argas, Rurgl electrical service is good
reaching 93 percent of all farm hames. The wee of electrical home ‘appliances,
however, is below state averages, " Farm home ues' of telephones, central heating,
modern plumbing and eutomobtiles is below state averages but above ‘national
averages, Scattered forest and shbreline settlement whers roads a¥e poor and
distance from markets is large are other factors which reduce the level of
1iving standards in Mason County agriculture, About 47 percent of Mason County
farme are 10 miles or more from a trading center, while over the state in genes
ral only 20 psrcent are this remote from a center,

Mason County agriculture, while impeded by isolation from markets, forests
which are difficult to clear, and a generally poor glacial soil in its lmvlandsg
has made steady progress, Farming has slways been secondard to forest-resource
based industries, Farming was developed as an important supplement to logging
and lumbering by families who participate in both agriculture and logging and
lumbering, The small number of full«time commercial dairy, livestock, grape
and berry formers together with the more mmerous partetime farmers are an

CF ¢ N 60 oo oA WA B I e W T W P W O R @ W WM O T W MW WP W Y W e O o

1/ For further detailed informatdon on marketing of woodlot products eeet

George Stenzel, Marketing Woodlot Products in the State of Was ONe
Institute of Forest mﬁc‘ta , Washington Department of Conservation and

Development, 303 Anderson Hall, University of Washington, Seattle,
Bulletin No, 15, 195k,
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